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Far Horizons Tours Pty Ltd 
PO Box 555, Cammeray

NSW 2062 Australia 
Tel: (02) 9955 0444

E-mail: info@farhorizons.com.au
Website: www.farhorizons.com.au

Since 1976 Far Horizons has escorted 
more than 180 tours to over 170 
countries on all seven continents. 

We have an established clientele of 
devoted followers who appreciate our  
uncompromising policy of providing high 
quality accommodation and services, 
with meticulous attention to detail in 
some of the world's most exotic and 
stimulating regions. 

Our  tours are fully escorted and 
inclusive of all transportation, 
accommodation, meals, sightseeing, 
cultural events and gratuities. 

Capacity is limited to fifteen, which we 
feel is the ideal maximum to achieve 
the degree of personal attention and 
'camaraderie' which is the hallmark of 
Far Horizons.

AZERBAIJAN                                        
Baku 3 nights 
Surakhani  
Qobustan   
Shemakha   
Sheki 1 night 

GEORGIA                                              
Gremi  
Nekresi  
Telavi 1 night 
Tbilisi 3 nights    
Mtskheta  
Borjomi 2 nights 
Caucasus Mountains              
Vardzia  
Gelati  
Bagrati  
Kutaisi   
Tskaltubo 1 night 
Gori  
Uplistsikhe  
Kazbegi 1 night 
Gergeti  
Tbilisi 1 night 

ARMENIA  
Haghpat  
Haghartsin  
Dilijan 1 night 
Lake Sevan  
Sevanavank  
Yerevan 4 nights    
Khor Virap             
Garni                      
Geghard               
Matenadaran  
Echmiadzin  
Sardarapat  
Zvarnots  

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES           
Dubai 1 night

About                
Far Horizons

Route Map Visiting

The three countries which make up the Caucasus 
-  Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia - are all 
former Republics of the Soviet Union, situated to 
the south of the Caucasus Mountains between 
the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. They offer 
a fascinating mix of unique cultural activities, 
superb examples of Christian and Islamic 
architecture, and dramatic scenery of mountains 
and lakes - from the largest lake in the world, the 
Caspian Sea, to one of the highest, Lake Sevan. 

Caucasus Horizons journeys overland from 
the Azerbaijan capital of Baku on the shores of 
the Caspian Sea to the Zoroastrian fire temple 
at Surakhani and remarkable 12th Century BC 
petroglyphs of Qobustan, via Maraza to the 
ancient tombs at Shemakha and Sheki.

In Georgia we visit the 15th Century Gremi 
Fortress, Nekresi Monastery and all the major 
sights around Kakheti before continuing to the 
capital Tbilisi where we stay three nights at the 
comfortable Marriott Hotel. We visit Kutaisi, the 
ancient capital of the Kingdom of Colchis, and 
spend a night deep in the Caucasus Mountains 
at Kazbegi from where we visit Gergeti Trinity 
Church (2,170m) before returning to Tbilisi.

In Armenia we visit Haghpat and Haghartsin 
Monastery (pictured on cover), the 9th century 
Sevanavank Monastery overlooking high Lake 
Sevan, and stay four nights in Yerevan where we 
explore this attractive city and take  excursions 
to some of the ancient sites and towns nearby.
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Our sightseeing tour of Baku includes the old 
city, Shemakha Gate, Shirvanshaks' Palace,  
the Maiden's Tower and panoramic views of 
the city. We also take  an excursion to nearby 
Surakhani to visit the Zoroastrian fire temple 
with its sacred flame, the medieval fortress 
in Mardakan, and Yanardagh fire mountain.

We take a full day excursion to see the 
remarkable petroglyphs of Qobustan, with 
thousands of rock engravings depicting 
hunting scenes, people, ships, constellations, 
animals, etc., some of which date from the 
12th century BC. In the afternoon we visit 
Heydar Aliyev Cultural Centre and the Carpet 
Museum.

We drive via Maraza and Shemakha, where 
we visit the Dira-Baba mausoleum and the 
seven tombs of the Shirvan Khans, to Sheki, 
home of the Sheki Khans who reigned until 
the 19th century. 
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Streetscape, old Baku

In Sheki we visit the Museum of History 
and Local lore; the attractive Royal Palace 
decorated with dark blue, turquoise and 
ochre tiles, with intricately-carved, wood-
framed stained glass windows; a local crafts 
workshop and a confectionery shop which 
specialises in the local "halva" delicacy. We 
stay overnight at the Sheki Saray Hotel.

Early the next morning we drive north 
through the thickly forested mountains, via 
Zakotala, to the border with GEORGIA. 
We visit the 7th century Nekresi Monastery 
complex, overlooking the Alazani River 
valley, which contains the oldest church in 
Georgia dating from the 4th century. We 
then visit the 15th century Gremi Monastery 
on our way to Telavi, the principal town of 
the region, where we stay overnight at the  

Royal Palace, Sheki

Caucasus Horizons

Our tour begins with overnight Emirates 
flights from Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, 
Adelaide and Perth to Dubai for connecting 
flight the next day to Baku, capital of the 
Republic of AZERBAIJAN, where we stay 
three nights at the beautifully resorted 
and modernised Intourist Baku Autograph 
Collection Hotel by Marriott. 

Situated on the shores of the Caspian Sea - 
the world's largest lake - the old city of Baku 
is a warren of narrow lanes surrounded 
on three sides by sturdy crenellated walls, 
dominated by the impressive 12th-century 
Maiden's Tower. 

Beyond the walls lies the main commercial 
centre with a remarkable wealth of fine 
stone mansions dating from the first oil 
boom (1880 to 1915) and some impressive 
Stalinist additions. There are many galleries, 
museums, theatres, parks, restaurants, 
bars, shops and ancient caravanserais.

boutique Chateau Mere with its own wine 
cellar and tasting hall.

Tombs of the Shirvan Khans, Shemakha
Gremi Monastery



Tbilisi is squeezed into the gap between the 
cliff-tops of the Mktvari river and the slopes 
leading to the ruins of Narikala castle and 
tree-topped Mount Mtatsminda. Its summit 
reached by cable car presents city views 
extending on the clearest days to the distant 
peaks of the high Caucasus.

The next morning we visit the 16th century 
Shuamta Nunnery and Alaverdi Cathedral. 
In Tsinandali we visit the estate of Duke 
Alexander Chavchavadze with its beautiful 
gardens, then stop for lunch and to sample 
some of Georgia's famous local wines at the 
Schuchmann winery. 

We then drive to the picturesque capital, 
Tbilisi, with its extensive tangle of wooden-
balconied 19th century houses, tree-lined 
lanes, old town alleys and numerous 
churches. Elegant Rustaveli Avenue is full 
of museums, grand buildings, restaurants 
and churches. We stay three nights at the 
popular Marriott Tbilisi Hotel.
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Narikala Castle, Tbilisi

Our two full days of sightseeing in Tbilisi  
includes visits to the 13th century Metekhi 
Church overlooking the river with the statue 
of the founder of Tbilisi (King Vakhtang 
Gorgasali) in the foreground; the 4th-
century Narikala Fortress; the domed 
Sulphur Baths; the Synagogue; the 6th 
century Sioni Cathedral containing the 
cross of St. Nino – the woman who brought 
Christianity to Georgia; and the 6th century 
Anchiskhati Church. We also visit the 
Georgian State History Museum and take 
a walk along Rustaveli Avenue, the main 
street of Tbilisi.

Continuing our drive through Georgia we 
visit the 3,000-year-old city of Mtskheta, 
the ancient capital and religious centre of 
the country. We visit the 6th-century Jarvi 

Church, perched on a hill above the town, 
and the Svetitskhoveli Cathedral - the largest 
functioning Cathedral in Georgia - where, 
according to tradition,  the Robe of Christ is 
buried. Both Jarvia and Svetitskhoveli are 
UNESCO World Heritage sites. 

Caucasus Horizons

Metekhi Church, Tbilisi
Jarvi Church, Mtskheta

Vineyards around Alaverdi Cathedral

Uplistsikhe cave town

Rustaveli Avenue, Tbilisi

In Gori, birthplace of Josef Stalin, we visit 
the house in which he was born, his railway 
carriage and the Stalin museum. In the cave 
town of  Uplistsikhe, which dates back to the 
1st millennium BC and was once a staging 
post on the Great Silk Road, we explore the 



Crossing the border into ARMENIA at 
Sadakhlo, we visit the UNESCO heritage-
listed Haghpat Monastery at Lori and 13th 
century Haghartsin Monastery near Dilijan, 
where we stay overnight at the  Dilijan 
Resort.

dwelling quarters, wine cellars, bakeries, 
three-nave basilica and an ancient theatre. 

We drive along the Georgian Military 
Highway to the 17th-century Ananuri 
architectural complex with its two churches 
and fortress overlooking the Zhinvali 
reservoir, for overnight stay in scenic 
Mountain View rooms at Rooms Kazbegi 
Hotel. 

The next morning we travel by 4WD 
through beautiful forested valleys to the 
14th-century Gergeti Trinity church located 
at a height of 2,170 metres at the top of 
a mountain. From here we enjoy a view 
of Kazbegi glacier, at 5,047m one of the 
highest of the Caucasus. We then drive 
back to Tbilisi and stay overnight at Tbilisi 
Marriott Hotel.
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Sevanavank Monastery, Lake Sevan

The next morning we drive to Lake Sevan, 
known as the Emerald of Armenia, and 
at 1,900m one of the highest freshwater 
lakes in the world. We explore Sevanavank 
Monastery, founded in 874 by Princess 
Mariam, daughter of King Ashot I, at a time 
when Armenia was still struggling to free 
itself from Arabic rule. 

In the afternoon we continue to the capital, 
Yerevan. Over 2,750 years old, this 
attractive city is situated at an altitude of 
1,000 metres, in the picturesque Ararat 
Valley. We stay four nights at the iconic 
Marriott Hotel which forms part of an 
architectural ensemble framing Republic 
Square, the main city center.

Just a few kilometres from the Turkish 
border, the snow clad peak of Mount Ararat 
is visible to the south. Known as the "Rose 
City" because it is built in the local pink 

Caucasus Horizons

Gergeti Trinity Church, above Kazbegi

Yerevan and Mt Ararat

Haghartsin Monastery



AD and served as the summer residence 
for the Armenian royal family. At lunch we 
will be entertained acapella by the female 
quintet 'Luys' (meaning 'light'). At Geghard 
we visit the impressive cave monastery with 
its 12th-century cathedral and monks' cells 
carved out of the rock face. 

The next day we visit Echmiadzin, which 
dates from the 4th century and to this 
day serves as the seat of the Armenian-
Gregorian church. Its impressive Cathedral, 
dating back to AD 303, is considered 
to be one of the very first churches in 
Christendom.  

Nearby are the 7th-century Churches of 
the Holy Virgin at Hripsime and Gayane, 
the Memorial Museum of Sardarapat with 

Geghard Cave Monastery
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tufa stone, Yerevan is rich in splendid 
buildings, squares and parklands. During 
our 4-night stay here we take a number 
of excursions to the many surrounding 
places of interest. 

We take a full day excursion to the 
hilltop monastery of Khor Virap with 
scenic views of Mount Ararat, then via 
the picturesque Avan Canyon to the 
pagan Hellenistic Temple of the Sun at 
Garni which was built in the 1st century 

its 35-metre stone bell tower watching over 
Armenian heroes who achieved victory 
over the Turkish invaders in 1918, and 
the ruins of the Cathedral of St. Gregory 
at Zvarnots. From a nearby viewpoint we 
obtain sweeping vistas crowned by the 
double peak of Mount Ararat.

Matenadaran Library of Ancient Manuscripts

Our final day of sightseeing in Yerevan 
includes the Matenadaran Library of Ancient 
Manuscripts with its statue of Mesrop Mashtots, 
creator of the Armenian alphabet,  the 
Historical Museum and the elevated Victory 
Monument crowned with the giant figure of 
Mother Armenia. At Tsitsernakaberd we visit 
the Memorial dedicated to the victims of the 
1915 genocide.

Caucasus Horizons

Khor Virap

Temple of the Sun, Garni St Gregory Cathedral, Zvarnots

We take the early morning flight from Yerevan 
to Dubai for an afternoon tour visiting Dubai 
Museum, Heritage village, the gold souk, and 
take an abra (water taxi) across Dubai Creek. 
We stay overnight at the JW Marriott Hotel.

Our journey home is by overnight Emirates 
flight to Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide 
or Perth.



page 7

Hotels

Tariffs per person [share twin]
from Sydney, Melbourne    
        or Brisbane     $18,585
from Adelaide or Perth $18,345

Supplements 
Single room $ 2,945
Business Class air travel on Emirates  
from Sydney, Melbourne        
        or Brisbane $ 7,300  
from Adelaide or Perth  $ 6,700

Climatic Conditions
Average temperatures at time of visit:
 Maximum Minimum 
Baku  31  23 
Sheki  27  17 
Tbilisi  23  18 
Borjomi  30  20
Tskaltubo/Kazbegi  23  20
Dilijan    27  23 
Yerevan  26  20 
Dubai  31  20

It is our policy to use the highest quality 
accommodation available throughout each 
stage of every tour. In large cities we also 
select hotels which offer a special ambience, 
history or favorable location. Outside major 
cities and towns hotel choices are limited and 
the 'best available' may be the 'only available' 
hotel and passengers should be aware 
that we are not always able to provide fully 
international standards of accommodation.                                               

Rooms Hotel Kazbegi

Kazbegi, Georgia

Tskaltubo Plaza

Tskaltubo, Georgia

Crowne Plaza

Borjomi, Georgia

Marriott Tbilisi

Tbilisi, Georgia

Chateau Mere

Telavi, Georgia

Sheki Saray

Sheki, Azerbaijan

Intourist Autograph Collection by Marriott

Baku, Azerbaijan

Marriott Yerevan

Yerevan, Armenia

Dilijan Resort

Dilijan, Armenia
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To make a booking 
Complete the Booking Form on page 9 and return it to 
Far Horizons Tours Pty Ltd (hereinafter referred to as 
Far Horizons) with a deposit of $2,000 per person. 

Items included in the tour cost  
1.  Scheduled air travel and taxes as indicated   
2. Transfers, assistance and porterage between    
       airports and hotels  
3. Accommodation in specified hotels or similar  
4. Breakfast, lunch and dinner daily whilst on tour          
5.    Bottled drinking water in vehicles and with meals   
6.  Gratuities to guides, drivers and tour escort  
7.  All service charges and local taxes  
8.  All transportation and sightseeing as indicated  
9.  All entrance fees, admission charges,    
       entertainments and cultural events     
10.  Services of Far Horizons escort throughout  
11.  Services of experienced local guide/lecturers 
12. Free baggage allowance of 20 kgs (30kgs on    
       Business Class flights) - or as applied by airline

Items not included in the tour cost  
1. Laundry, drinks, room service, mini bar and other                                                                                                                                            
       items of a personal nature 
2.  Visa fees (costs will be added to tour invoice)               
3.    Travel Insurance

Balance of Payment 
Fifty percent of the tour cost must be received by Far 
Horizons at least ninety days before departure, and 
the balance must be received no later than forty-five 
days prior to departure. About four weeks before 
departure we will send you historical notes and a 
general information booklet which contains information 
about climate, clothing, health requirements, visa 
procedures and other matters. Approximately two 
weeks prior to departure we will send your final joining 
instructions, detailed day by day itinerary, luggage 
labels and all other documentation pertinent to your 
journey. Please note we are not bound to issue any 
tickets or other travel documents until full payment 
is made. Failure to make payment when due may 
at our option be deemed a cancellation by you and 
we reserve the right to retain the deposit you have 
paid including any cancellation charges applicable. 
Late payment may cause the late delivery of travel 
documents and we accept no responsibility for such 
delivery or any consequence thereof.

Late Bookings 
Bookings made within sixty days of departure will 
only be accepted if full payment is received at time 
of booking. Late booking fees may be charged in 
addition to any charges levied by operating suppliers.

Cancellations 
All cancellations must be made to Far Horizons in 
writing signed by the person who made the original 
booking. In the event of cancellation the following 
charges will be levied, depending upon the number 
of days prior to departure date when Far Horizons 
receives written notice of cancellation:

Up to 120 days $500 *  
119 - 90 days loss of deposit * #  
89 - 45 days 50% of tour price  
Less than 45 days 100% of tour price 
* plus any non-recoverable deposits paid on your             
  behalf.  
# balance of deposit may be transferrable to a future              
   Far Horizons  tour on request. 

If you fail to avail yourself of any services comprised 
in the holiday, no refund will be available for services 
not provided.

Changes to the advertised itinerary or designated 
airline 
Passengers wishing to make changes to the 
advertised itinerary may do so at an administrative 
charge of $200 per booking, plus the cost of any 
additional flights, accommodation and/or services. 
The air fare on which this tour is based requires all 
passengers to travel out together, so any extensions 
or amendments to the itinerary should take place 
after the completion of the tour rather than before, 
otherwise additional charges may be incurred. 
Passengers wishing to travel on a 'land only' basis, or 
to travel by airlines other than those designated will 
be required to pay a supplementary charge of $500 
per person.

Changes in prices and itineraries 
Prices are based on tariffs, air fares and exchange 
rates current at  10 November 2016. To reflect 
fluctuations in exchange rates or increases to the 
cost elements of the tour we reserve the right to 
adjust prices as may be necessary at any time.  

The tours are based on an economic minimum 
number of passengers. Should this minimum not 
be reached, we reserve the right to cancel the tour 
before non-refundable supplier deposits fall due or at 
Far Horizons Tours discretion. 

The right is reserved to refuse to accept any person, 
or to terminate any person's  participation in the tour 
at our own discretion at any time during the course of 
the tour. We furthermore reserve the right to withdraw 
a tour or any part of it, or to make such alterations 
to the itinerary as we deem necessary or desirable 
in the event of delays or events beyond our control. 
In the event of any changes  made we will give you 
or be caused to give you notice thereof including 
any consequent change in price. In the event any 
one change or series of changes to your itinerary 
demonstrates that your tour has thereby become 
materially different from that contemplated, you have 
the right to ask to rearrange or withdraw from the tour 
and monies already paid will be refunded less any 
charges levied by operating suppliers.

Insurance 
We strongly advise passengers to take out 
travel insurance at the time of booking, covering 
medical, cancellation and emergency costs, cash 
in hospital, loss of baggage and documents, hijack 
compensation, death, disability and loss of income. 
Far Horizons can issue travel insurance on request.

Accommodation 
The basis of accommodation provided is in a twin-
share, double-share or single room with private bath 
or shower and w.c. in luxury, first class or (in remote 
regions or where infrastructure is limited) 'best 
available' hotels.

Single rooms and share-twin accommodation 
At all hotels rooms are available for single occupancy 
at the appropriate supplement. These rooms are 
usually normal twin-bedded rooms, but occasionally 
they may be smaller. We will endeavour to match 
single persons wishing to book on a "share-twin" 
basis. However, such bookings are accepted on the 
understanding that the single supplement will be 
payable in the event of our being unable to find a 
suitable partner. Passengers wishing to book on this 
basis will be asked to complete a form to assist us in 
providing a compatible partner. 

Immigration and Health 
Each passenger must be in possession of a valid 
passport which should be valid for at least six months 
after completion of tour and have sufficient blank 
pages available to satisfy visa and arrival stamping 
procedure requirements. Visas are required for entry 
into Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia. Far Horizons 
will assist with obtaining these. Participation on 
this tour may involve walking over rough/uneven 
surfaces, embarking/disembarking from small boats 
or traditional forms of transport, travel at altitude and 
extremes of climatic conditions. Payment of your 
deposit confirms your understanding and acceptance 
of this and your ability to participate in all aspects of 
the tour.

Acts of God 
We are unable to accept liability in contract or in 
tort for any injury, damage, loss, delay, additional 
expenses or inconvenience caused directly or 
indirectly by force majeure or other events over which 
we have no control including without limitation or 
rights, civil strife, terrorist activity, weather conditions, 
fire, flood, drought, industrial disputes, unusually 
severe weather, acts of God, acts of government, 
cancellation.

Independent Suppliers 
Far Horizons purchases transportation, flights, hotel  
accommodation and other services from independent 
suppliers not affiliated with Far Horizons in any way. 
Far Horizons act solely as agents for the companies 
and/or persons supplying these services. Although 
we try to choose the best suppliers available we have 
no right to control their operations and accordingly 
cannot be responsible in any way for day to day 
problems resulting from the booking, or any loss, 
damage, delay, inconvenience or injury to persons or 
property or any loss howsoever arising, unless it is a 
direct result of negligence on our part or on the part 
of our employees, but any liability on our part shall 
be limited (except for death or personal injury) to a 
maximum of the tour cost subject to these conditions.

Jurisdiction 
The passenger's contract is governed by the law of 
the State of New South Wales and any legal action 
arising pursuant to the contract shall be litigated in 
the appropriate court having jurisdiction in that State.

General Information and Booking Conditions



Remittance I enclose herewith a remittance of $2,000 
per person for each of the passengers named. I confirm that 
the relevant Conditions of Booking contained in the General 
Information section on page 8 have been read and accepted 
by me and all members of my party.

Signed

Date

Full names of all passengers - as stated in passport

1.

2.

3.

4.

 Room type  (please tick)

  Twin  Double  Single
 2 beds        1 large bed

 Address for correspondence

Postcode

Telephone (Home)

Telephone (Mobile)

Email

Caucasus Horizons: 22 days departing 30 September 2017

Please complete this form and mail to
Far Horizons Tours Pty Ltd 
PO Box 555, 
Cammeray NSW 2062 Australia 
Telephone (02) 9955 0444  
E-mail info@farhorizons.com.au 
Web www.farhorizons.com.au

Booking Form
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Class of Air Travel (eg Business)

Passport Details - in block capitals please

Title     Surname                        Initials   Nationality                          Date of Birth             Place of Birth              Passport Number                Place of Issue        Date of Issue       Expiry Date

Further Information

Frequent Flyer #

Aircraft Seating Preference

Special Dietary Requirements

Travel Insurance
1. Your travel insurance policy           
number and provider

2. Please quote/assist (tick) ____

Airport of departure (eg Sydney)


