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Step Well, Modhera Sun Temple, Gujarat, India

Beant and I send our heartfelt thanks to everyone who expressed their support and encouragement
- and our apologies to everyone - for the ‘break in communications’ over the past year while we
addressed a number of personal and family matters that are now firmly behind us. This ‘sabbatical’
gave us a chance to consider the future directions of Far Horizons.
Far Horizon’s core business is to continue to offer luxury, boutique small-group escorted tours to
unique and unusual, hard-to-reach and less-visited destinations worldwide. However as a result
of the changing needs of our customers we will reduce the duration and frequency of such tours.
Our new website will be launched shortly, replacing the old one which was no longer being
supported by the outdated software technology (which left us, without warning, unable to update
our old website!).

Cuba to the Yucatan
Twenty two years after my first tour through Cuba I have just returned with our “Cuba to the Yucatan” group which journeyed
across Cuba from Havana in the west to Santiago de Cuba in the east. The changes are obvious. Hotels are of a higher standard
(though still limited in many areas), cuisine is more varied and abundant, transport (both public and private) is in much better shape
(particularly the lovely classic cars encountered everywhere!). The enjoyment of travelling across this less visited tropical island
surpassed all expectations. Something that hasn’t changed is the relaxed atmosphere and friendly, welcoming people. Our “Cuba
to the Yucatan” tour was scheduled before the island is changed forever by the expected lifting of the decades-long US trade
embargo which will allow Cuba to reenter the global market, and open the tourism flood gates from Cuba’s large northern neighbor.
From Havana we flew to Cancun and spent two weeks exploring the Mayan ruins of the Yucatan peninsula then the Aztec, Olmec
and Toltec sites of Mexico City, Puebla and Oaxaca. A future journey is planned to see some of Mexico’s ‘hidden gems’ before
continuing through Guatemala and neighboring Central American countries.
Clockwise from top right:
- Cyclo tour of Camaguay
- Moro Castle, Santiago de Cuba
- Coffee mill, Gran Piedra, Santiago
- Classic car tour of Havana
- National Theatre & Capitol, Havana

To conserve our dwindling forests and follow the trend of ‘going green’, this will be our last ‘mass printed’
Newsletter.
Future editions of our Newsletter will be available for download from our website.
We understand that not everyone has access to the internet so we offer the following options:
To download our Newsletter (and descriptive tour brochures) visit our website (launching soon!)
To receive our Newsletter electronically call, write or use the enclosed request form to send us your email
address (no action is required if you are already registered and receive Newsletters by email)
To receive a printed copy of our Newsletter or descriptive brochure call, write or use enclosed request form

Mississippi Horizons
30 days departing 8 May 2017
In August 2012 our first Mississippi
Horizons group sailed on the inaugural
cruise of the newly built and launched river
boat “Queen of the Mississippi”.

Visiting
San Francisco
3 nights
Napa & Sonoma Valleys
Albuquerque
1 night
Sandia Peak tramway ride
Acoma
1 night
Gallup
Chaco Canyon
Durango
2 nights
Silverton Railway
Pagosa Springs, Taos
2 nights
Santa Fe
Santa Clara Indian Reservation
New Orleans
3 nights
Bayou Swamplands
Oak Alley plantations
Queen of the Mississippi 7 nights
Memphis
1 night
Nashville
3 nights
Jackson
4 nights
Yellowstone National Park
Grand Tetons National Park

Our journey begins with a three night stay in
San Francisco before we fly to Albuquerque
in New Mexico and take a ride on the world’s
longest aerial tramway to Sandia Peak. We
then begin a 7 day overland journey through
the native American Indian lands of New
Mexico and Colorado, including colourful
Chaco Canyon, the historic town of Durango,
where we take a ride on the famous narrow
gauge railroad to the old mining town of
Silverton, Mesa Verde National Park with its
ancient Anazazzi Indian cave dwellings, and
the ancient pueblo near the picturesque town
of Taos and it’s bridge over the Rio Grande.

Indonesia Horizons (Part II)
34 days departing 18 July 2017
In 2015 Indonesia Horizons (Part I) explored
the islands of Sumatra, Java, Sulawesi, West
Papua and East Timor. Our next journey will
travel extensively through Java and Bali, then
cruise the fabled ‘Spice Islands’ to Flores.
From Jakarta we drive west to take a boat
trip to Krakatau island and its active offspring
Anak Krakatau (“child of Krakatau”). We visit
remote Ujung Kulong National Park before
returning to Jakarta and commencing a
two week journey across Java to Bandung,
Pangandaran on the south coast, the colonial
market town of Wonosobo, high Dieng
Plateau, the Buddhist stupa at Borobudur, the
Sultan’s palaces of Yogyakarta and Surakarta
(Solo), climb to the rim of Mt Bromo to gaze
into the sulphurous depths, then drive to the
Ijen crater to observe locals mining sulphur.
On Bali we visit beautiful Menjangan and
the old capital of Lovina, then browse the

many galleries of Ubud, and from Nusa
Dua embark on Ombak Putih, a fully
refurbished Buginese phinisi schooner to
cruise through the fabled ‘spice islands’
to Moyo, Sumbawa, Komodo and Rinca
islands - home of the mighty Komodo
Dragon (Varanus komodoensis).
Disembarking in Labuan Bajo on Flores
Island, we continue east by road to Ruteng,
Bajawa and Maumere, from where we
fly back to Bali for a relaxing end to this
incredible journey of discovery.
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In Santa Fe we visit the Wheelwright
Museum and Santa Clara Reservation
to watch local Indians demonstrate their
dancing and pottery making techniques.
From New Orleans we embark on the
Queen of the Mississippi for an 8-day cruise
with frequent shore excursions to explore
Baton Rouge, St Francisville, Cat Island
National Wildlife Refuge near Natchez, the
Civil War battlefields at Vicksburg and the
music capital of Memphis where we visit
Graceland, former home of Elvis Presley.
We drive to the country music capital
Nashville then fly to Wyoming for four nights
to explore the scenic beauty of Yellowstone
and Grand Teton National Parks.
Join us to visit some of the most important
sites covering American Indian history,
three music Meccas, historic slavery and
Civil War sites and the scenic splendours
of Yellowstone and the Grand Tetons.

Visiting
Java
Jakarta
Anyer
Krakatau and Ujung Kulong
Peucang Island
Jakarta
Bandung
Pangandaran
Wonosobo
Borobudur
Yogyakarta
Surakarta (Solo)
Blitar
Malang
Ijen Crater
Bali
Menjangan
Lovina
Ubud
Nusa Dua
Spice Island Cruise
Lombok
Moyo
Sumbawa
Komodo
Rinca
Flores
Labuan Bajo
Ruteng
Bajawa
Maumere
Bali
Nusa Dua

1 night
1 night
1 night
2 nights
2 nights
1 night
1 night
1 night
2 nights
1 night
1 nights
1 night
2 nights
1 nights
1 night
2 nights
1 night
6 nights

1 night
1 night
1 night
2 nights

Visiting
Azerbaijan
Baku
Surakhani
Qobustan
Shemakha
Sheki
Georgia
Lagodekhi
Gremi
Telavi
Tsinandali
Tbilisi
Mtskheta
Bakuriani
Vardzia
Train to Borjomi
Kutaisi
Gori
Uplistsikhe
Gudauri
Kazbegi
Tbilisi
Sadakhlo
Armenia
Lake Sevan
Haghartsin
Yerevan
Garni, Geghard
Echmiadzin, Zvarnots
Sardarapat
Gyumri
Turkey
Ani
Dubai

Caucasus Horizons
3 nights

22 days departing 14 October 2017
In Georgia we visit the 15th Century
Gremi Fortress, Nekresi Monastery and
all the major sights around Kakheti before
continuing to the capital Tbilisi where we
stay three nights at the comfortable Marriott
Hotel. We take the tiny train from Bakuriani
to Borjomi where we visit the Palace of the
Russian tsars, then visit Kutaisi, the ancient
capital of the Kingdom of Colchis.

1 night

1 night
3 nights
2 nights
1 night
1 night
1 night
1 night
4 nights

1 night

The three countries which make up the
Caucasus - Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan
- are all former Republics of the Soviet Union,
situated to the south of the Caucasus Mountains
between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea.
They offer a fascinating mix of unique cultural
activities, superb examples of Christian
and Islamic architecture, and
dramatic scenery of mountains
and lakes - from the largest lake
in the world, the Caspian Sea, to
one of the highest, Lake Sevan.

In Armenia we visit Haghartsin Monastery
(pictured) overlooking Lake Sevan, before
reaching Yerevan where we stay four nights
to fully explore this attractive city and make
a short visit to the ruins at Ani, just across
the Turkish border.

Caucasus Horizons journeys
overland from the Azerbaijan
capital of Baku on the shores of the
Caspian Sea to the Zoroastrian
fire temple at Surakhani and
remarkable 12th Century BC
petroglyphs of Qobustan, via
Maraza to the ancient tombs at
Shemakha and Sheki.

Myanmar Horizons
28 days departing 10 January 2018

1 night
2 nights
6 nights

Burma’s history can be traced back to the
2nd century, when the Rakhine ruled the
west coast and the Pyu civilization fourished
in the central regions. Great kingdoms came
and went until the Third Empire fell in 1885
to the colonial British, who held power until
independence in 1948. In 1989 the ruling
military junta renamed the country Myanmar.

2 nights

As Myanmar’s unsettled past fades and
the country opens up to tourism, more
opportunities to explore this little known
region of South East Asia become available.

Visiting
Bangkok
Yangon (Rangoon)
Mandalay to Pagan cruise
Mingun
Kyauk - Myoung
Ava
Yandabo
Pakokku
Bagan (Pagan)
He Hoe
Lake Inle
Yangon
Myanmar Coastal cruise
Moulmein
Theinbyuzayat
Hpa-An
Tavoy
Mergui
Iron Passage
Great Western Torres
Sullivan Island Group
Alladin Islands
Hastings Harbour
Kawthaung
Ranong
Bangkok

3 nights
2 nights
10 nights

Myanmar Horizons begins with a 7-day
cruise on the Irawaddy River from Mandalay
to Bagan and culminates with a 10-day cruise
down the Myanmar coast from Yangon to
Ranong (Thailand). In between we visit
the major attractions of Yangon, Mandalay,
Bagan and Lake Inle, where we stay 3 nights
at the classic Inle Princess Hotel.
Launched in 2014, the Kalaw Pandaw
carries 36 passengers in comfortable
airconditioned cabins with ensuite facilities.

1 night

The 61 meter Andaman Explorer has 11
generous suites and much of the flooring is
marble, a legacy of a previous owner whose
family own the Carrara marble quarries. The
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ship is a sixties classic, the sort of plaything
associated with Oanssis, Jackie Kennedy and
more glamorous times. There could be no
vessel more appropriate for the exploration
of Myanmar’s unknown coast.

Gujarat - the jewel of Western India
When possible we like to scout new destinations to ensure our tours offer the best mix of attractions, accommodation and experiences
a region has to offer. Recently I had the pleasure of visiting the lesser known western Indian state of Gujarat in company with Stephen
and Carolyn Coffey, my wife Beant and children Damien and Maya. Our trip was to identify the most impressive historic sites, game
parks, most suitable accommodation choices and the most comfortable route to follow on a future Western Indian Horizons tour.

Clockwise from top left :
- Traditional dress, Bhuj village
- Asiatic Lion, Sasangir National Park
- Mahabat Maqbara, Junagadh
- Shipbuilding creek, Mandvi
- On safari, Indian Wild Ass Sanctuary
- Vijay Vilas Palace, Mandvi

Future ‘scouting’ trips are planned for north eastern India - including Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura and Mizoram, and a return to
the Himalayan kingdoms of Bhutan, Sikkim, Nepal, Tibet and remote China - including Shangri-la (Dêqên Tibetan Autonomous
Region). We welcome expressions of interest from any travellers who may wish to join us on such trips.

In addition to featuring upcoming tours and allowing you to download Newsletters and tour brochures, our
new website will reflect the growing demand for privately organised, tailor-made journeys by featuring a range
of destinations, itineraries and ideas you can use as the core of a holiday which we will be delighted to create
exclusively for you, your family or group of friends.
In recent and upcoming months Far Horizons has organised private tours to Pacific islands; an extensive
tour through Peru; across Russia; through Indo China; along the Ganges ‘from the ocean to the sky’, through
Eastern and Southern Africa and within Australia. In the creation of these tours we have utilised luxury ocean
and river cruise vessels; exotic rail journeys; wildlife safaris and boutique wilderness lodges; helicopter, light
aircraft and scheduled air services; and accommodation ranging from ‘6 star’ to ‘best available’. We use the
services of professional tourism partners – many of whom have worked with Far Horizons for decades – in
providing quality accommodation and services, modern transport and professional local escorts & guides.

Please call or write for a brochure or to register your interest in a future tour, a
particular destination, or to organise a private group or individual travel program.
Indonesia Horizons

Mississippi Horizons

Mississippi Horizons

Indonesia Horizons

30 days departing 8 May 2017

34 days departing 18 Jul 2017
34 day escorted tour departing 18 July 2017

30 day escorted tour departing 8 May 2017

Far Horizons Tours Pty Ltd
PO Box 555, Cammeray
New South Wales 2062
Tel: (02) 9955 0444
Email:info@farhorizons.com.au
Website:farhorizons.com.au

Caucasus Horizons

Caucasus Horizons
22 days departing 14 Oct 2017
22 day escorted tour departing 14 October 2017

Myanmar Horizons

Myanmar Horizons
28 days departing 10 Jan 2018
34 day escorted tour departing 18 July 2017
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