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Since Far Horizons was first 
established in 1976 by Martin and 
Auriel Wright we have escorted more 
than 180 tours to over 170 countries 
on all seven continents. 
We have established a clientele of 
devoted followers who appreciate our  
uncompromising policy of providing 
high quality accommodation and 
services, with meticulous attention 
to detail in some of the world's most 
exotic and stimulating regions. 
All our  tours are fully escorted 
and inclusive of all transportation, 
accommodation, meals, sightseeing, 
cultural events and gratuities. 
Capacity is limited to fifteen, which 
we feel is the ideal maximum number 
necessary to achieve the degree of 
personal attention and 'camaraderie' 
which is the hallmark of Far Horizons.
Now under the guiding hand of Nick 
Deacock, long-standing family friend 
and associate with more than 35 years 
experience in the travel industry, Far 
Horizons offer unique tours to unusual 
and exotic destinations worldwide.

Visiting
Dammam 1 night

Al Hofuf 1 night
Jabal Qarah caves

Riyadh 2 nights 
Dariyyah
Masmak fort  

Buraydah 1 night 
Ushaiger

Hail 1 night
Qishla
Oraif fort
Jubbah rock carvings
Al Nafud desert

Sakaka 2 nights
Rajajil standing stones
Qasr Zaabal
Domat al Jandal

Al Ula 2 nights
Madain Saleh
Elephant Rock
Lion tombs
Hejaz railway

Jeddah 1 night

Taif 1 night

Al Bahah 1 night
Zee Ain

Abha 2 nights
Al Sawda
Bin Hemsan
Al Muftaha

Jazan 1 night
Farasan Island

Jeddah 1 night

Route Map

Camel train, Rub al Khalil Desert



Our journey begins with late evening flights 
on Emirates from Sydney, Melbourne, 
Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth to Dubai, 
arriving early the following morning for a 
connecting flight to Dammam, capital of the 
Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia. On arrival 
we check in at the Howard Johnson Hotel. 

When the modern Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
was founded in 1932, Dammam was the site 
of several hamlets that depended on fishing 
and pearls for their survival. Over a span 
of a little more than half a century the area 
developed into a thriving hub of industry, 
commerce and science and today is home 
to more than four million people.

In the afternoon we visit the Regional 
Museum to learn about Dammams history 
and heritage then proceed to Souk Al Hob 
(Love Market), where traditional fragrances, 
clothing, gold and jewellery distinctive to the 
Arabian Gulf region are sold. We enjoy the 
views of the Arabian Sea coastline along the 
Corniche and Coral Island (Jazirat Al Marjan) 
before returning to our hotel.

Dammam corniche
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Jebel Qara cave, Al Hofuf

Introduction Saudi Arabia Horizons

IMPORTANT INFORMATION     
relating to travel to Saudi Arabia

Tourism to Saudi Arabia is a very recent 
phenomenon, with only a limited number 
of non-Moslims allowed to enter the 
country as tourists.

Whilst standards of accommodation are 
generally very high, other aspects of the 
tourist infrastructure are still developing. 
You can expect a warm welcome from 
the local people, but bureaucracy and 
officialdom can cause some frustrations.

Saudi Arabia is a deeply conservative 
country. Visitors are expected to dress 
modestly. Tight clothing is  considered 
offensive. Women should wear long skirts 
or loose-fitting trousers with clothing 
that covers the shoulders and cleavage. 
Ladies should wear a scarf to cover their 
hair when in public. Although not a strict 
requirement, it is recommended that 
women wear an abaya (long-sleeved 
floor-length covering worn over other 
clothes). Open sandals are acceptable.

Men should not wear shorts and never 
appear bare-chested in public (except 
at a swimming pool or beach)

Never eat, offer or accept things with your 
left hand, and never sit in such a way 
that the soles of your feet are pointing at 
anyone else. Never beckon anyone with 
your finger. Avoid displays of affection 
with your partner in public and do not 
wear religious jewellery.

The importation and consumption of 
alcoholic beverages is strictly prohibited.

The next day we drive to Al Hofuf, the capital 
of the Eastern Province until 1953. Hofuf is 
a major date producing area and the largest 
oasis in Saudi Arabia, with several forts 
dating from the Ottomon empire and one of 
the most interesting Souqs in the Kingdom.

As we enter Al Hofuf we see the imposing 
Qasr (Castle) Ibrahim which was constructed 
in 1555. The castle combines Islamic and 
military architecture, and the massive 
structure and battlement crenulations give 
it the air of the archetypal castle. We stay 
overnight at Coral Plaza Hotel.

On the eastern fringe of the oasis, Jebel 
Qara is dotted with limestone caves known 
as Ghar al Hashshab (“cave of the arrow 
maker”) which include 28 passageways 
over 1.5km in length. For generations local 
craftsmen have used some of the caves to 
make quality unglazed pottery.

We also visit the small but very interesting Al 
Ahsa Archaeological and Heritage Museum 
and stroll through Qaisariah Souq.

Qasr Ibrahim, Al Hofuf
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Saad ibn Saud Palace, Diriyah

Ushaiger historical village

Riyadh by night

Saudi Arabia Horizons

Dates drying, Buraydah

We drive West to the capital Riyadh, where 
we stay two nights at the Ritz Carlton, one 
of Riyadhs most respected five star hotels.

The following morning we drive about 
20km to the old city of Diriyyah in the Najd 
(high plateau) area of Wadi Hanifa (Hanifa 
Valley). It is one of the most important sites, 
from where the history of the Saudi Dynasty 
begins. History records that Ibn Dir, chief 
of the al-Dir clan belonging to the Bani 
Hanifa tribe, was ruling this vast area. In 

1446 AD he invited another clan of the same 
(Banu Hanifa) tribe under the leadership of 
Mani al-Muraydi to settle in the area and the 
people who populated the Wadi Hanifa area 
became the ancestors of the al-Saud family, 
who established their first rule at Diriyyah.

We visit Masmak Fort, one of the most 
important historic landmarks of Riyadh, which 
was built during the reign of Abdullah bin 
Rashid in 1895 to serve as a military garrison 
– today it contains a display of weapons and 
costumes as well as photos and a video re-
enactment of the 1902 attack on RIyadh by 
King Abdul Aziz. 

Dira Souq is famous for its variety of old 
copper and brass objects, silver daggers,  
Bedouin jewellery and dresses, antique 
carpets, handicrafts and other antiques. We 
proceed to the fringes of the Thumama Desert 
to see the local camel market.

In the afternoon we visit the National Museum 
comprising eight galleries telling the complete 
story of Arabian history from the creation of the 
universe to modern times. 

We continue to Murraba Palace, constructed 
in traditional Najid style on the command of 
King Abdul Aziz in 1937 to accommodate 
his family. Murraba’s high square walls 
surround courtyards with date palms and 
its upper level contains a fascinating display 
of traditional clothing, weapons, furniture 
and carpets.

The following morning we drive north to 
Ushaiger (which means 'small blonde" and 
is a description of a nearby mountain), one 
of the oldest towns in the Saudi region of 
Najd. The town was a major stopping point 
for pilgrims coming from Kuwait, Iraq and 
Iran to perform Hajj. The historical village has 
been restored to preserve its heritage and a 
museum displays various artifacts.

We continue to Buraydah, capital of the 
Province of Al Qassim. The region has a 
typical desert climate but its underground 
water has allowed the inhabitants to develop 
a long lasting tradition of agriculture. The 
600km Wadi Rummah valley crosses the 
region from the west to the northeast and 
supports a booming date industry with more 
than 8 million date palms under cultivation.  
We stroll through Masawgef Souq and stay 
overnight at the Movenpick Hotel.Masmak Fort, Riyadh



Ash Shanana tower

Qishlah Fortress, Hail
Qasr Zaabal, Sakaka

Rajajil standing stones, near Sakaka
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30 kilometers north west of Buraydah is 
the ancient oasis of Uyun Al-Jiwa where 
we see beautiful examples of traditional 
watchtowers such as the Al Margab. In 
ancient times two prominent Arab poets, 
Imru Al-Qais and Antarah, inscribed verses 
on some of the rocks which can still be seen. 

Further north we stop at Ash Shanana 
tower. This remarkable 27 meter high 
watchtower made of mud and straw from 
palm trees was constructed some time in 
the 18th Century and is thought to have 
originally been 45 meters high.

Continuing north we reach the Shammar 
Mountain range and the city of Hail  which  
is the centre of a largely agricultural region 
where significant fruit, dates and grain is 
produced, in particular a large percentage 
of the Kingdom’s wheat. 

We make a photo stop at the double storied 
palace of Qishlah Fortress, the largest 
traditional mud-brick fortress in the region 
set on a rocky outcrop in the center of Hail. 
On the edge of the city is Airif Fort - another 
mud-brick fort on a small hill built over 200 
years ago and affording beautiful views from 
the main watchtower. We stay overnight at the 
Millenium Hotel.

The following day we drive north into the Al 
Nafud desert to Jubbah, where we see some 
of the best and oldest examples of Neolithic 
rock art. The oasis of Jubbah is the remnant 
of an ancient lake that in historic times teemed 
with flora and fauna. Petroglyphs of male and 

female figures, hunting scenes and a wide 
range of animals are deeply etched into the 
stone cliff faces, the depth of which allows 
the images to show distinctly as the sun 
rakes across them. These are extremely well 
executed and must have taken considerable 
time to complete when they were first carved, 
some 4000 years ago. 

In Sakaka, where we stay two nighs at 
the Raoum Inn, we visit some fascinating 
and unusual archaeological sites including 
the mysterious Standing Stones of Rajajil, 
which consist of 54 groups of squared-off 
stone pillars erected approximately 6,000 
years ago during the Chalcolithic, or Copper 
Age. The pillars, some of which measure 
up to three meters tall, appear to the casual 
observer to be randomly placed, although a 
bird’s-eye view shows that they are placed 
in roughly parallel east-west lines.

We visit the imposing Qasr Zaabal (Sakaka 
Fort) and nearby the ruined fortress of 
Domat Al Jandal, a former seat of the King 
of Arabs, dating back to Nabataean times. 
We stroll past the country’s oldest mosque, 
the 7th century Omar ibn Al-Khattab 
Mosque which is still in use, through the 
ruins of the old mud house quarters, 
some of which are marked with ancient 
Nabataean inscriptions. 

We also visit the small Regional Museum 
containing antiquities of the region, as 
well as some reproductions of sketches 
drawn by desert explorer Lady Anne Blunt 
(daughter of Lord Byron) who, with her 
husband Wilfrid traversed the Nafud Desert 
in 1879 on her way to Hail.

We make an early start for the full day, 
723km drive through the Al Nafud desert, 
skirting the Al Khanafah Wildlife Sanctuary 
and spectacular rock formations to Al Ula. 

At the oasis town of Tayma, which is 
referred to in the Bible (Isaiah 21:14), we 
see the ancient wall enclosure of the original 
950 hectare settlement (upon which current 

Petroglyphs, Jubbah
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Elephant Rock, Madain Saleh
Water wheels, Bir Haddaj, Tayma

View over Al Ula valley
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day Tayma now stands) which, in the mid-
6th century BC, served as a residence of 
the Babylonian king Nabonidus. 

Bir Haddaj, one of the most famous wells 
from ancient times and still in use, is an 
outstanding architectural landmark. We 
also see Al Hamra Fort before continuing 
to Al Ula.

Al Ula has been inhabited since 500BC and 
was an important staging post on the ancient 
frankincense trade route linking Oman with 
Egypt. We stay two nights at the tented Sahary 
Lodge on a sandy rise outside the township.

Not far away lie the 131 tombs and temples 
of the Nabataean’s summer capital of 
Madain Saleh (al-Hijr) – set in a magnificent 
landscape of sweeping sands and beautiful 
rock formations. 

The Nabataeans were a trading people of 
ancient Arabia, whose oasis settlements 
during the period from around 300 BC to 200 
AD occupied the lands between Syria and 
Arabia, from the Euphrates to the Red Sea. 

Their loosely controlled trading network, which 
centred on strings of oases and the routes 
that linked them, had no securely defined 
boundaries in the surrounding desert.

Unlike the more famous (and compact) 
northern capital Petra (in southern Jordan), 
Madain Saleh is spread over a 9 square 
kilometre area. Whilst none of the buildings 
can quite match the splendour of Petra’s 
Treasury they are, in fact, in a better state of 
preservation due to the hardness of the local 
stone. Wadi Al Ula, the gateway to Madain 
Saleh, is known for its Lion of the Lihyanites.

We make two visits to Madain Saleh, to best 
see all sites in the best light for optimum 
photography (and viewing). In the morning 
we visit Qasr Farid, the front of Qasr Al Bint, 
the Diwan, the siq, Nabataean Well and the 
restored station of the historic Hejaz Railway, 
which dates back to the times of Lawrence 
of Arabia. The railway fell into disuse after 
the First World War, but today we can still 
see vestiges of its past. Later we explore Al 
Khuraymat and the back of Qasr Al Bint, then 
visit the remarkably life-like Elephant Rock.

The next morning we stroll through the 
lanes and passageways of Al Ula’s old 
city, markets and Museum, then drive into 
the desert to visit local Bedouin families in 
their tents. We visit the Hejaz Railway forts 
of Qaalat Zumrud, Al Baday, Mashad and 
Sahl Al Mutran, and from the perimeter view 
the ancient site of Al Khuraiba, attributed to 
the Kingdom of Lihyan, which dominated 
the area during the period between the 6th 
and 2nd century BC.

Note: As at July 2018 Madain Saleh is 
closed for renovations for an indefinite 
period of time. If the site remains closed 
during our visit we will instead spend one 
night at Al Ula to explore the old town, visit 
the Lion Tomb, Nabataean well, Elephant 
Rock and Hejaz Railway, then drive north 
to Tabuk for an overnight visit of Madain 
Shauib, another Nabataean historical site.

Driving south, we skirt Medina, the 
historic burial place of the Islamic prophet 
Muhammad and second most important 
Islamic pilgrimage site (after Mecca). Non-
Muslims are not permitted to enter the city, 
however we will be able to see the minarets 

Carved tomb at Madain Saleh



Shubra Palace, Taif
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of the Holy Mosque of Nabawi and some 
other notable landmarks as we drive around 
the city to the airport for our flight to the 
Red Sea port of Jeddah for overnight stay 
at the Park Hyatt Hotel, which boasts the 
Kingdom's first hydrotherapy centre and 
10,000 square metres of sports and leisure 
pursuits, located a few minutes from the 
central business district. 

In Jeddah we visit the Abdul Rauf Haklil Art 
Museum, one of the most unusual hodge-
podge collections of more than 10,000 
weird and wonderful artefacts. 

Whilst lacking the more spectacular 
skyscrapers of Riyadh, Jeddah contains 
some interesting architectural curiosities 
including several attractive hotels and a 
modern mosque. We drive along part of 
the 35 km ‘corniche’ sea-front promenade, 
passing several eye-catching sculptures.

Later in the day we drive east to Taif. At an 
altitude of 1,879m (6,165ft) with a moderate 
climate, Taif is considered the "summer 
capital" of Saudi Arabia. We stay overnight 

at Le Meridien Al Hada Hotel overlooking the 
valley from where, on a clear day, distant 
views of the Mecca clock tower may be seen.

In Taif we visit the extensive Souk and the 
ornate Shubra Palace with its latticework 
windows and balconies made from imported 
Turkish timber. Previously the residence of 
King Faisal, it is now the city’s museum with 
an interesting collection of exhibits including 
a section devoted to the Zubaydah Road – a 
1,400km road from Baghdad to Mecca with a 
series of wells, aquaducts and caravanserais 

created by Queen Zubaydah in the 1st 
century AD to ease the way of pilgrims. Later 
in the day we drive to Al Bahah for overnight 
at Golden Tulip Hotel.

Al Bahah used to be known as the land of 
Ghamid and Zahran, referring to the two 
tribes which inhabited the region prior to the 
emergence of Islam. Today the Provincial 
capital, Al Bahah is dotted with abandoned 
tradtional stone buildings reflecting its rich 
past. We visit the 400 year old village of Zee 
al Ayn at the foot of the cliffs below Al Bahah.

The Al Bahah Museum highlights the culture 
and history of the area, with exhibits from  
prehistory, the Islamic era and the Saudi 
unification in the early 20th century. 

In the afternoon we drive to to the mountain 
resort of Abha, situated at an altitude of 
2,200 metres and bounded by the nearby 
Asir National Park which boasts some of the 
Kingdom’s finest scenery, with mountains 
reaching a height of nearly 3,000 metres. 

Cityscape, Jeddah

Unlike the rest of Saudi Arabia, Asir enjoys 
a quite high rainfall and relatively lush 
vegetation. In the afternoon we visit Baskat 
Market, Muftaha Village Art Gallery, Shada 
Palace Museum containing a collection of 
household items and local handicrafts, and 
the Asir National Park Visitors Centre. We 
stay overnight at the Abha Palace Hotel.

We take a full day excursion to the village 
of Al-Soudah at the top of a precipitous 
cliff overlooking Wadi Tihama and the 
country’s highest mountain peak, Jebel 
Soudah. The cliff-side villages and the 
town of Rijal Almaa, with its multi-storeyed 
stone fortress houses, are reminiscent of 
neighbouring Yemen. One of the houses 
has been beautifully restored and converted 
into the Almaa Museum, with almost 2000 
exhibits including sacred texts, jewellery, 
and weapons. 

Rijal Almaa, near Al Bahah



Ottomon architecture, Farasan Island
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Climatic Conditions   
Average temperatures at time of our visit:
 Maximum Minimum 
Dammam     17     - 
Riyadh  22  11 
Qassim  15    - 
Hail  18    6
Sakaka  12    -
Al Ula  15    -
Jeddah  28  18 
Al Bahah     14       -
Abha  18  10
Jazan  26    -

Tariffs per person [share twin]
from Sydney, Melbourne,    
Brisbane, Adelaide or Perth $23,655

Supplements 
Single room $  2,980
Business Class air travel on                       
Emirates and Saudia flights $  9,910

Mud house, Al Habala

Al Habala (“the hanging village”) is an 
ancient, deserted village  located on a steep 
400 metre cliff which was made famous by 
the inhabitants who, for their safety and 
security, lowered themselves down the 
ravine on ropes and became known as the 
‘Rope People’ of Al Habala. In the afternoon 
we drive to Jazan and stay overnight at the 
Courtyard Hotel.

The next morning we take a cruise to Farazan 
Island, the main island in a group of 84 that 
lie 50 km off coast. The main town is Farasan 
and we put ashore to stroll and have lunch. 
A number of uninhabited islands serve as 
breeding sites for large number of birds, and 
several also serve as a natural reserve for 
Arabian gazelles. 

Though lightly vegetated, the islands have 
beautiful beaches and coastlines and rich 
marine life. We have time for a swim before 
returning to Jazan for the later afternoon 
flight back to Jeddah and a final night at the 
Park Hyatt.

On our final morning of sightseeing we visit 
parts of Old Jeddah including the colourful 
and picturesque Al-Bakad district, where 
we wander through narrow lanes lined with 
attractive coral architecture, bustling Souks 
and impressive merchants houses such as the 
imposing Nasif House. Built during the 1850’s 
by the well-known and influential trading family 
of the same name, in the late 19th and early 
20th century the house was one of the most 
important buildings in Jeddah. It was here that 
King Abdul Aziz spent his first night in Jeddah, 
as the guest of Mohammed Nasif, after he 
led his victorious army into the capital of the 
western province. 

We return to the hotel for the balance of the 
afternoon at leisure before transferring to the 
airport for our late evening Emirates flight to 
Dubai, connecting with onward flights early 
the next morning to Sydney, Melbourne, 
Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth, arriving that 
same evening.
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Abridged itinerary

Day 1 Friday 8 February : By air to Dubai 
Late evening Emirates flights from Australia 
to Dubai.

Day 2 : By air to Dammam 
Morning connecting flight to Dammam. 
Afternoon tour. Stay overnight at Howard 
Johnson Hotel.

Day 3 : By road to Al Hofuf 
Morning drive to Al Hofuf. Afternoon tour. 
Stay overnight at Coral Plaza Hotel.

Day 4 : By road to Riyadh 
Morning drive to Riyadh. Afternoon tour. 
Stay two nights at Ritz Carlton Hotel.
 

Day 5 : In Riyadh
Morning and afternoon sightseeing.

Day 6  : By road to Buraydah
Morning drive to Buraydah via Ushaiger. 
Afternoon tour. Stay at Movenpick Hotel.

Day 7 : By road to Hail 
Drive via Jidyyah and Shanana to Hail. 
Afternoon tour. Stay at Millenium Hotel.

Day 8 : By road to Sakaka 
Drive via Jubbah petroglyphs to Sakaka. 
Stay two nights at Raoum Inn. 

Day 9 : At Sakaka 
Morning and afternoon sightseeing includ-
ing Rajajil standing stones.

Day 10 : By road to Al Ula 
Drive via Tayma to Al Ula. Afternoon tour. 
Stay two nights at Sahary Camp.

Day 11 : At Al Ula / Madain Saleh 
Morning and afternoon sightseeing.

Day 12 : By air to Jeddah 
Morning drive to Medina for afternoon flight 
to Jeddah. Stay overnight at Park Hyatt.

Day 13 : By road to Taif
Morning tour then drive to Taif. Stay over-
night at Le Meridien Hotel.

Day 14 : By road to Al Bahah  
Morning tour then drive to Al Bahah. Stay 
overnight at Golden Tulip Hotel.

Day 15 : By road to Abha
Morning tour then drive to Abha. Stay over-
night at Abha Palace Hotel.

Day 16 : Excursion to Rijal Almaa. By 
road to Jazan Full day excursion to 
Rijal Almaa and Al Soudah. Afternoon 
drive to Jazan. Stay overnight at Court-
yard Hotel.

Day 17 : Cruise to Farasan Island. By 
air to Jeddah Full day cruise excur-
sion to Farasan Island. Return to Jazan 
for flight to Jeddah. Overnight Park Hyatt.

Day 18  : By air to Dubai 
Morning sightseeing. Afternoon at leisure. 
Evening Emirates flight to Dubai for con-
necting flights to Australia.

Day 19 Tuesday 26 February : Arrive 
Australia

Tourism over Oil
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Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman, 
keen on moving the nation's economy away 
from a dependence on oil, is the driving 
force behind Saudi Arabia's new-found 
commitment to its tourism and leisure 
industry. 

The prince is supported by members of the 
House of Saud, including Prince Sultan bin 
Salman, head of the Saudi Commission for 
Tourism and National Heritage (SCTH).

The growing emphasis on tourism happens 
at a time when Saudi Arabia is changing. 
February 2018 marked the one-year 
anniversary of the conservative country 
allowing female-only gyms.

The government has announced plans to 
end a 35-year ban on cinemas, and since 
June 2018 women have been permitted to 
drive cars.

Witnessing the continued success of the 
tourism industry of neighbours Dubai and 
Bahrain, Prince Mohammed Bin Salman has 
put an ambitious plan in place that aims to 
attract 30 million visitors annually by 2030. 
In 2016 18 million people visited. 

The Kingdom said it would include “the 
development of hotels and luxury residential 
units, as well as all logistical infrastructure – 
including air, land and sea transport hubs”. 
The 50 islands under development on the Red 
Sea coast will be turned into luxury resorts.

Saudi Arabia’s public investment fund 
described the project as an “exquisite luxury 
resort destination established across 50 
untouched natural islands”. The intention is 
that they will be governed by laws “on par 
with international standards”, meaning that 
women should be able to wear bikinis.

Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman

On April 1, 2018 a new visa scheme 
will apply that provides a streamlined 
process to obtain single entry tourist visa 
for foreigners travelling to Saudi Arabia 
in designated groups.

SCTH said in a statement that the 
regulations, under which tourist visas will 
be issued, were reviewed with relevant 
government institutions. Beyond the 
governmental review, investors, tourism 
and transport workers, and groups of 
beneficiaries and service providers were 
also given a chance to comment.

An integrated electronic system to 
process and record visa transactions 
has been developed in conjunction with 
the commission and a number of related 
entities. Biometric eye and fingerprint 
scans will be required as part of the visa 
process.



Hotels

It is our policy to use the highest quality 
accommodation available throughout each 
stage of every tour.  In large cities we select 
hotels which offer a special ambiance and a 
favourable location. 

In small towns, where there is often very 
little choice, the best available is sometimes 
the "only available" and passengers should 
be aware that we are not always able to 
provide fully international standards of 
accommodation. Howard Johnson

DAMMAM

Movenpick Hotel

BURAYDAH
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Coral Plaza Hotel

AL HOFUF

Ritz Carlton

RIYADH

Le Meridien

TAIF

Golden Tulip Hotel

AL BAHAH

Abha Palace

ABHA

Courtyard Hotel

JAZAN

Millenium Hotel

HAIL

Park Hyatt

JEDDAH

Sahary Desert Camp

AL ULA

Raoum Inn

SAKAKA
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To make a booking  
Complete the Booking Form on page 12 and return it 
to Far Horizons Tours Pty Ltd (hereinafter referred to 
as Far Horizons) with a deposit of $2,000 per person. 

Items included in the tour cost  
1.  Scheduled air travel and taxes as indicated   
2. Transfers, assistance and porterage between    
       airports and hotels  
3. Accommodation in specified hotels or similar  
4. Breakfast, lunch and dinner daily whilst on tour          
5.    Bottled drinking water in vehicles and with meals   
6.  Gratuities to guides, drivers and tour escort  
7.  All service charges and local taxes  
8.  All transportation and sightseeing as indicated  
9.  All entrance fees, admission charges,    
       entertainments and cultural events specified     
10.  Services of Far Horizons escort throughout  
11.  Services of experienced local guide/lecturers 
12. Free baggage allowance of 30 kgs (Economy          
 class) or 40kgs (Business class) on international    
 flights. Saudi Airlines allow 1 piece (Economy) or   
 2 pieces (Business), each piece weighing 25kg.

Items not included in the tour cost  
1. Laundry, drinks, room service, mini bar and other                                                                                                                                            
       items of a personal nature 
2.  Visa fees (costs will be added to tour invoice)               
3.    Travel Insurance

Balance of Payment  
Fifty percent of the tour cost must be received by Far 
Horizons no later than ninety days before departure, 
and the balance of payment must be received by 
Far Horizons no later than forty-five days prior to 
departure. About four weeks before departure we will 
send you historical notes and a general information 
booklet which contains information about climate, 
clothing, health requirements, visa procedures and 
other matters. Approximately two weeks prior to 
departure we will send your final joining instructions, 
detailed day by day itinerary, luggage labels and all 
other documentation pertinent to your journey. Please 
note we are not bound to issue any tickets or other 
travel documents until full payment is made. Failure 
to make payment when due may at our option be 
deemed a cancellation by you and we reserve the 
right to retain the deposit you have paid including 
any cancellation charges applicable. Late payment 
may cause the late delivery of travel documents and 
we accept no responsibility for such delivery or any 
consequence thereof.

Late Bookings 
Bookings made within sixty days of departure will 
only be accepted if full payment is received at time 
of booking. Late booking fees may be charged in 
addition to any charges levied by operating suppliers.

Cancellations 
All cancellations must be made to Far Horizons in 
writing signed by the person who made the original 
booking. In the event of cancellation the following 
charges will be levied per passenger, depending upon 
the number of days prior to departure date when Far 
Horizons receives written notice of cancellation:

Up to 120 days prior $500*  
119 - 90 days loss of deposit*#  
89 - 45 days 50% of tour price  
Less than 45 days 100% of tour price 
* plus any non-recoverable deposits paid on your 
behalf.  
#  balance of deposit may be transferrable to a future 
Far Horizons tour on request. 

If you fail to avail yourself of any of the services 
comprised in the holiday, no refund will be available 
for services not provided.

Changes to the advertised itinerary or designated 
airline 
Passengers wishing to make changes to the 
advertised itinerary may do so at an administrative 
charge of $200 per booking, plus the cost of any 
additional flights, accommodation and/or services. 
The air fare on which this tour is based requires all 
passengers to travel out together, so any extensions 
or amendments to the itinerary should take place 
after the completion of the tour rather than before, 
otherwise additional charges may be incurred. 
Passengers wishing to travel on a 'land only' basis, or 
to travel by airlines other than those designated will 
be required to pay a supplementary charge of $500 
per person.

Changes in prices and itineraries 
Prices are based on tariffs, air fares and exchange 
rates current at 01 August 2018. To reflect 
fluctuations in exchange rates or increases to the 
cost elements of the tour we reserve the right to 
adjust prices as may be necessary at any time.  

The tours are based on an economic minimum 
number of passengers travelling. Should this 
minimum not be reached, we reserve the right to 
cancel the tour before non-refundable supplier 
deposits fall due, or at Far Horizons discretion. 

The right is reserved to refuse to accept any person, 
or to terminate any person's  participation in the tour 
at our own discretion at any time during the course of 
the tour. We furthermore reserve the right to withdraw 
a tour or any part of it, or to make such alterations 
to the itinerary as we deem necessary or desirable 
in the event of delays or events beyond our control. 
In the event of any changes  made we will give you 
or be caused to give you notice thereof including 
any consequent change in price. In the event any 
one change or series of changes to your itinerary 
demonstrates that your tour has thereby become 
materially different from that contemplated, you have 
the right to ask to rearrange or withdraw from the tour 
and monies already paid will be refunded, less any 
non refundable charges levied by operating suppliers.

Insurance 
We strongly advise passengers to take out 
travel insurance at the time of booking, covering 
medical, cancellation and emergency costs, cash 
in hospital, loss of baggage and documents, hijack 
compensation, death, disability and loss of income. 
Far Horizons can issue travel insurance on request.

Accommodation 
The basis of accommodation provided is in a twin-
share, double-share or single room with private bath 
or shower and w.c. in luxury, first class or (in remote 
regions or where infrastructure is limited) 'best 
available' hotels.

Single rooms and share-twin accommodation 
At all hotels rooms are available for single occupancy 
at the appropriate supplement. These rooms are 
usually normal twin-bedded rooms, but occasionally 
they may be smaller. We will endeavour to match 
single persons wishing to book on a "share-twin" 
basis. However such bookings are accepted on the 
understanding that the single supplement will be 
payable in the event of our being unable to find a 
suitable partner. Passengers wishing to book on this 
basis will be asked to complete a form to assist us in 
providing a compatible partner. 

Immigration and Health 
Each passenger must be in possession of a valid 
passport which should be valid for at least six months 
after completion of tour, and have sufficient blank 
pages available to satisfy visa and arrival stamping 
requirements. A visa is required for entry into Saudi 
Arabia. This will be obtained by Far Horizons on your 
behalf. Participation in this tour may involve walking 
over rough/uneven surfaces, embarking/disembarking 
from small boats or traditional forms of transport, 
travel at altitude and extremes of climatic conditions. 
Payment of your deposit confirms your understanding 
and acceptance of this and your ability to participate 
in all aspects of the tour.

Acts of God 
We are unable to accept liability in contract or in 
tort for any injury, damage, loss, delay, additional 
expenses or inconvenience caused directly or 
indirectly by force majeure or other events over which 
we have no control including without limitation or 
rights, civil strife, terrorist activity, weather conditions, 
fire, flood, drought, industrial disputes, unusually 
severe weather, acts of God, acts of government, or  
cancellation by airline, operator or supplier.

Independent Suppliers 
Far Horizons purchases transportation, flights, hotel  
accommodation and other services from independent 
suppliers not affiliated with Far Horizons in any way. 
Far Horizons act solely as agents for the companies 
and/or persons supplying these services. Although 
we try to choose the best suppliers available we have 
no right to control their operations and accordingly 
cannot be responsible in any way for day to day 
problems resulting from the booking, or any loss, 
damage, delay, inconvenience or injury to persons or 
property or any loss howsoever arising, unless it is a 
direct result of negligence on our part or on the part 
of our employees, but any liability on our part shall 
be limited (except for death or personal injury) to a 
maximum of the tour cost subject to these conditions.

Jurisdiction 
The passenger's contract is governed by the law of 
the State of New South Wales and any legal action 
arising pursuant to the contract shall be litigated in 
the appropriate court having jurisdiction in that State.

General Information and Booking Conditions



Remittance I enclose herewith a remittance of $2,000 
per person for each of the passengers named. I confirm that 
the relevant Booking Conditions in the General Information 
section on page 11 have been read and accepted by me 
and all members of my party.

Signed

Date

Full names of all passengers - as stated in passport

1.

2.

3.

4.

 Room type  (please tick)

  Twin  Double  Single
 2 beds        1 large bed

 Address for correspondence

Postcode

Telephone (Home)

Telephone (Mobile)

Email

Saudi Arabia Horizons: 19 days departing 8 February 2019

Please complete this form and mail to
Far Horizons Tours Pty Ltd 
PO Box 555, 
Cammeray NSW 2062 Australia 
Telephone (02) 9955 0444  
E-mail info@farhorizons.com.au 
Web www.farhorizons.com.au

Booking Form

page  12

Class of Air Travel (eg Business)

Passport Details - in block capitals please

Title     Surname                        Initials   Nationality                          Date of Birth             Place of Birth              Passport Number                Place of Issue        Date of Issue       Expiry Date

Further Information

EK/QF Frequent Flyer #

Seating Preference (eg Aisle)

Special Dietary Requirements

Travel Insurance
1. Please quote/assist (tick) ____
2. Your travel insurance provider 
and policy number

Airport of departure


